Northeastern Cave
Conservancy News
Volume 21, Number 3

September 2019

Volume 21, Number 3

September 2019

Northeastern Cave Conservancy, Inc.

In this Issue

Officers
President

Bob Simmons

president@necaveconservancy.org

Thom Engel

vicepresident@necaveconservancy.org

Secretary

Mitch Berger

secretary@necaveconservancy.org

Treasurer

William Folsom

treasurer@necaveconservancy.org

Vice President

Robert Addis - NSS Conservation Award…………3
Old Time Barn Dance……………………………….6

Board of Trustees

Next Board Meeting
Sunday, September 29, 2019 at 10:00 am
Schoharie, New York

d.hedges@necaveconservancy,org

Devon Hedges

j.morris-siegel@necaveconservancy.org

Jacob Morris-Siegel
Vacant

e.nieman@necaveconservancy.org

Erik Nieman
Ramon Armen

r.armen@necaveconservancy.org

Paul Rubin

p.rubin@necaveconservancy.org

Michael Chu

m.chu@necaveconservancy.org

Winter Board Meeting
Sunday, December 8, 2019 at 10:00 am
Speleobooks - Schoharie, New York

m.ingalls@necaveconservancy.org

Morgan Ingalls

w.russell@necaveconservancy.org

Wayne Russell

Committee Chairs
Bylaws

Chuck Porter

acquisitions@necaveconservancy.org

Joe E. Levinson

bylaws@necaveconservancy.org

Thom Engel

education@necaveconservancy.org

Membership

Peter Youngbaer

membership@necaveconservancy.org

Nominating
Fundraising
Barn Dance

Norm Berg
Vacant
Emily Davis and
Michael Warner
Emily Davis and
Michael Warner
Thom Engel
(Onesquethaw)
Joey O'Reilly
(Sellecks)
Mitch Berger
(Knox)

nominating@necaveconservancy.org
fundraising@necaveconservancy.org
barndance@necaveconservancy.org

Education

Office

Preserves

To these ends, the NCC combines the resources
and expertise of affiliated cave explorers, educators, scientists, landowners, and conservation officials.

office@necaveconservancy.org
onesquethaw@necaveconservancy.org

The NCC programs are focused mainly on the preservation
of caves and karst. Outreach includes education in schools
and local communities, establishment of park spaces on
karstlands, and educational messages about the significance of groundwater pollution on this sensitive underground ecosystem.

sellecks@necaveconservancy.org
knox@necaveconservancy.org

Michael Chu
Thom Engel
Chuck Porter
(Clarksville)

clarksville@necaveconservancy.org

Erik Neiman
(Ella)

ella_armstrong@necaveconservancy.org

Devon Hedges
(Bentleys)
Morgan Ingalls
Jacob Morris-Siegel
(Merlins)
Luke Mazza
(Bensons)
Kevin Dumont
(Spider)

NCC members assist in the exploration, survey, and protection of these natural resources, and manage them so you
can explore them yourself.

bentleys@necaveconservancy.org
merlins@necaveconservancy.org
bensons@necaveconservancy.org
spider@necaveconservancy.org

Liaisons
Surprise Cave
Thacher Park

Al DeMaria
Thom Engel

surprise@necaveconservancy.org
thacherpark@necaveconservancy.org

Publications
Editor
Publisher
Publicity

Christa Hay
Danny Brass
Christa Hay
Christa Hay

publications@necaveconservancy.org
newsletter@necaveconservancy.org
publisher@necaveconservancy.org
publicity@necaveconservancy.org

Science

R. Laurence Davis

science@necaveconservancy.org

Technology

Michael Chu

technology@necaveconservancy.org

Investment

John Fioroni

investment@necaveconservancy.org

Risk Management
Insurance Liaison

Mitch Berger
Mitch Berger

riskmanagement@necaveconservancy.org
insurance@necaveconservancy.org

Special Use
Volunteer Value

Thom Engel

specialuse@necaveconservancy.org

Vince Kappler

volunteervalue@necaveconservancy.org

The Northeastern Cave Conservancy News is published quarterly by the Northeastern Cave
Conservancy, Inc. The Northeastern Cave Conservancy promotes the study and preservation of
speleologically significant properties in the northeastern United States. Annual membership is
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Northeastern Cave Conservancy Inc.

The Northeastern Cave Conservancy, Inc. (NCC) is a
not-for-profit corporation committed to the conservation,
study, management, and acquisition of caves and karst areas having significant geological, hydrological, biological,
recreational, historical, or aesthetic features.
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ROBERT P. ADDIS - NSS 9958 RECIPIENT OF THE 2019
— VICTOR A. SCHMIDT CONSERVATION AWARD —
Dear Awards Committee,
As the Northeastern Cave Conservancy celebrates its 40 th Anniversary of preserving caves and karst in the northeastern
U.S., I can think of no more appropriate person to honor with the NSS’ Victor A. Schmidt Conservation Award than Robert P. Addis (9958RL, FE) of Cahoes, NY.
In 1978, Bob joined with Art Palmer and Jim Harbison to form a new organization, the Northeastern Cave Conservancy
(NCC), primarily for the purpose of accepting Knox Cave, a former New York commercial cave, and conserving it for
future generations. In 1999, the NCC changed into a membership organization, and Bob was elected its first President, reelected every year, and held that position until 2017, a total of 18 years.
During that time, the NCC grew in membership to roughly 200 members today, acquired more caves and karst lands, now
numbering 9 preserves with 15 known caves. As part of his Presidential duties, Bob oversaw the preserves and preserve
managers, ran quarterly board meetings and intervening executive committee meetings, developed and maintained landowner relations, and defended caves and karst in legal actions. Bob was the face of the NCC to the public for all this time,
attending many outreach events, negotiating with landowners about potential donations, sales, or management of their
cave properties.
Bob was particularly dedicated to interfacing with state agencies. This was incredibly important with the onset of White
Nose Syndrome, which devastated bat populations in NCC and other nearby caves. Working closely with the New York
Department of Environmental Conservation, the NCC has been a close partner with the state in surveying, managing, and
protecting our caves’ bat populations, which are now happily in recovery. Bob was also key in developing and maintaining stewardship relationships with NYDEC on Surprise Cave and with New York’s Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation on surveying and managing the caves and karst features of John Boyd Thacher State Park, as well as
raising funds for the Children’s Cave permanent exhibit at the Park.
Bob supported the NCC and its work in many ways, most enjoyably through his work twice a year at the NSS’ NRO
(Northeast Regional Organization) cave meets. Acting as auctioneer—always in one fun costume or another—he used his
jubilant personality to tease funds out of a cave and cave conservation community to help support the latest cave acquisition or related project.
A life-long caver, Bob is well-known in the caving community in many roles, including as an explorer, notably in West
Virginia. In Lost World Caverns, formerly Grapevine Cave, he worked as a guide, and gained national celebrity by setting the Guinness Book of World Records for stalagmite sitting, a takeoff on the flagpole sitting phenomenon of the early
20th century. Known as “Nice Bob” of Bob and Bob’s caving supplies, he helped serve the caving community with gear
for many years, and lays claim to having invented the caving tee shirt. On a more serious note, he has held many grotto
positions in numerous grottos, as his educational and professional career moved him around the country. Notably, he also
served as a Director of the NSS for 21 years—from 1977 through 1998.
The Northeastern Cave Conservancy and the caving community in general owe so much to Bob for his vision and decades of work and commitment to the conservation of caves in our region. He was honored locally at the NCC’s 40th Anniversary Dinner just recently, but it would mean so much more for Bob to have the recognition of the entire NSS for all he
has done to conserve caves and karst for future generations. I urge the committee to award Bob Addis the Victor A
Schmidt Conservation Award.
Thank you so much for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Peter Youngbaer,
NSS 16161, CM, FE
Member, NSS Board of Governors
Current Membership Chair, former Vice President and Trustee, Northeastern Cave Conservancy
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Dear Awards Committee,
I would like support Robert P. Addis for the Victor A. Schmidt Conservation Award. Bob has devoted 40 years of his life
to conserving caves in perpetuity. He has worked in partnership with many cavers and with the NY State Department of
Conservation. He personally led me into the world of land trusts and management, an area to which I now devote much
of my life. Without Bob’s leadership, I would not be doing the work I do for cave conservation.
I can think of no other person that deserves this award more.
Thank you
Emily Davis
NSS 12154 Life, Fellow
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